
 

Rongdhonu– fortnightly bulletin of Rotary Club of Baridhara │Vol. XV │ No. 575 │May 31, 2020 Page 1 

 

Sensitivity: Internal 

Message from Rotary International President  

 My Rotary journey began 40 years ago when I joined the Rotary Club 
of Decatur, Alabama, at the age of 25, and it has brought my family and 
me many unforgettable moments. But nothing could have prepared me 

for connecting with the world as president of Rotary International. My 
individual Rotary journey has become a shared Rotary journey with 
each of you. 
 

All of the incredible people Gay and I met this year — Rotarians, 
Rotaractors, and the extended family of Rotary — will be an inspiration 
for the rest of our lives. We visited clubs and projects from Uruguay to 
Ukraine, from Nigeria to New Zealand, and beyond. We were privileged 

to crisscross the globe, circumnavigating it twice and moving back and 
forth between the Northern and Southern hemispheres. Each country 
and each stop held its own Rotary magic. While in Zimbabwe in March, 

we participated in a medical vocational training team mission with Rotarians from India, providing 
health, hope, and life itself to the thousands who came for treatment. We also felt the energy of more than 
300 young people at a Rotary Youth Symposium in Harare. What a thrill it was to be with these young 
people! 
 

This year Rotary launched our new Action Plan, and I trust each club is putting that plan to use. And I have 
been energized by the efforts to embrace the priorities I set for this Rotary year: engaging families, 
providing leadership opportunities for all ages, celebrating our history with the United Nations in its 75th 
year, and, most significantly, growing Rotary. 
 

As COVID-19 reached around the globe, we found ourselves in a world transformed. We have been forced 
to connect in ways we could never have imagined, testing our ability to adapt. We have made tough 
decisions, including canceling club meetings, district conferences, presidential conferences, and, much to 
our regret, the 2020 Rotary International Convention in Honolulu. Together everyone is placing the public 
good and welfare first, despite the loss of meetings, events, and experiences that had been planned for 

years. 
 

 

As I have witnessed the members of the Rotary community act to care for humanity amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, I have seen the aloha of Rotary. We are indeed people of action. Every day, but particularly 
during this pandemic, the Rotary community has demonstrated its aloha spirit. It is a gift to be shared, and 
we are each a steward of this gift of Rotary. Gay and I have been amazed, inspired, and humbled by all of 

you within the family of Rotary. 
 

Indeed, I would say that the last part of our shared Rotary year was transformational. We found new ways to make the lives of others better, new 
ways to move forward together. And, together, we will continue to grow Rotary so that we may increase our gift of Rotary to our local and global 
communities. Gay and I will always remember and treasure our year with you, our shared journey, as Rotary Connects the World! 
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Minutes of the 575th bi- weekly club meeting of Rotary Club of Baridhara of the Rotary year 2019-20 held on 10th 

May 2020 at 4.00 p.m. via online/virtual system. 

1. Club President Rtn. Safwan Hossain Khan PHF called the meeting to order. 

2. President welcomed all the members to join the virtual meeting. 

3. Invocation was led by Rtn. PP Syed Zafar 

4. Rtn. PP. Khaled Shams announced the birthday and anniversary greetings. He added and thanked to club 

president and club members for achieving Rotary Citation Award with Platinum distinction. 

5. Minutes of the 574th meeting was discussed and approved. 

6. President announce that for the first time Rotaract club of Baridhara has received Rotary Citation award with 

Platinum distinction. All the members congratulated President for this achievement. President thanked to all 

club members. President thanked to Rtn. Aftab for his guidance to the Rotaract throughout the year. President 

also thanked to Rtn. Mobin for his generosity, who shared his office to Rotaractor for continuing their regular 

meetings.  

7. President informed about the discount to become PHF (Paul Harris fellow) which is USD 300, effective till May 

only 

8. President gave the floor to Rtn. Mobin to present his topic. 

9. Rtn. Mobin talked about DCCI’s activity against 72k crore economic package. He took many questions after the 

discussion. Rtn. Joaddar also participated to answer some. 

10. Rtn. PP. Khaled Shams extended   vote of thanks to speaker for his excellent delivery. 

11. Club secretary announce the club statistics of the virtual meeting which are as follows: 

 

-Total number of club members : 43 

-Members present at meeting : 13 

-Advance make up  : 4 

-Members on leave  : 3 

-Available members  : 40 

-Club guest   : 0 

-Attendance percentage : 32%   

 

At the end the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Rotary Invocation 

                                                                
“We The Rotarians are dedicated to the ideal of service to maintain a high ethical standard in our business 

and profession and to dignify our vocation by enhancing international understanding, goodwill and peace 

through people united in the ideal of service”. 
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Profile of Guest Speaker Aftab Mahmud Khurshid 

Aftab Mahmud Khurshid is a well-known Business Marketing specialist and Brand catalyst in Corporate 

Bangladesh. He is going to speak on Paradigm shift in digital work, life and business. 

Over the years, he has marketed for over 15 brands and nurtured, revamped 4 companies, ranging from 

private organizations to multi-million dollar corporations. Additionally, he has worked in a variety of 

leading local and multinational companies, including ACI (formerly ICI),    Siemens, Trust Bank, City 

Bank, NRB Bank, Apollo Hospitals and Standard Chartered Bank.  

He has dealt with renowned brands like ACI aerosol, Fly ban, Canderel, Duracell, ICI toiletries, Johnson 

& Johnson, Dabur, OSRAM, American Express Card, Radio Today FM89.6, SSG ,Pride, Bangla Lion 

WiMAX, Sure Cash, Lexus Biscuits, Linnex Mobile, Linnex home appliances etc.  

He was the key instrumental in organizing first Digital Marketing Summit in Bangladesh. He is also a frequent author and speaker 

on the topic of business marketing. In his career, he has helped companies to achieve their growth goals. As an award-winning 

strategic brand marketer, he has been involved in both the high-level strategies required for long-term sustainability, plus the tactical 

execution used to accomplish the day-to-day successes. In addition, he is appearing in corporate shows in TV channels, featured in 

national dallies and business magazines. He is also a frequent author and speaker on the topic of branding and marketing.  

An Honors in Finance and Post Graduate in Banking from Dhaka University; Aftab did his MBA in Marketing from UK. He is a 

very sought after speaker in various congresses and seminars. He is also a recipient of certificate of excellence in Marketing 

Communications from Siemens Germany. He has been composing songs for popular bands that include MILES, WARFAZE 

FEEDBACK and other solo artists for last 30 years. He is currently working in Ever care Hospital Dhaka as GM 

Business Development, Corporate Branding and Marketing Communications. 

 

  
Birthday Wishes 

24 June Rtn. PE Syed Enamul Husain PHF  

28  June Rtn. Engr. M. A. Baten Khan PHF 

Wedding Anniversary Wishes 

10 June Ann Sayeda Rahman and Rtn. PP M. 

Fasihur Rahman PHF 

18 June Ann Yasmeen Karim and Rtn. Javed 

Hyder Kareem 
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Story of a great team work: 

Baridhara Rotary Club donated BDT 100,000 to the families 

of distressed patients of Dhaka Shishu Hospital yesterday. 

It was a humongous task under these trying circumstances.  

The amount was distributed among 50 identified needy 

patients’ families. Rotary Club of Baridhara extends its 

sincere appreciation to the Management of Dhaka Shishu 

Hospital,  

Dr. Rowshan and to all those who have generously 

contributed to this project.   

 

 

From The Editor’s Desk 
 

A Belated Eid Mubarak to everyone. After the end of the month long fast in the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims 

in Bangladesh joined their brethren throughout the world to celebrate Eid ul Fitr. This year’s Eid was celebrated 

in a different environment and circumstances.  Though the gaiety and the usual fervor were missing, the spirit of 

sharing and caring was high. The well to do and affluent segment of the community joined hands throughout the 

month of Ramadan to stand by the less fortunate segment of the society. We, the members of Baridhara Rotary 

Club did what we are all dedicated to do. Under the able stewardship of our club President Safwan Hossain Khan, 

Baridhara Rotary Club members collectively and in their individual capacities, brought smiles on the faces of many 

families.  

Our young Interact Club members are participating in a debate competition and they have sought the blessings of all members of the 

Baridhara Rotary Club for their success. 

A word of caution for all fellow members. With the end of the general holiday, life in Dhaka as in elsewhere, will be pretty hectic and 

interactive. While this is a positive development for putting the economic cycle back in motion, there is a serious apprehension that 

community transmission of Covid 19 Coronavirus will spread and the number of people getting infected may sharply rise just as the number 

of fatalities will increase greatly. Please follow the directives of the government and the health department about the protocol to follow to 

stay safe. Hand sanitization, wearing of mask when engaged in social interaction and consciously maintaining social distancing as much as 

possible may protect you from this health scourge. The time has come for us to take urgent concrete measures to create community 

awareness about the recurring threat of Dengue. Another project that we could urgently take up is to provide pesticides to farmers to prepare 

for the imminent locust invasion. There is a global warning issued about an impending famine in many parts of the world and these locusts 

have already started rampaging the crop fields in Northern India and will soon be at our borders before we can realize. 

Stay well, stay safe. 

Javed Hyder Kareem 

Editor 


