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 Message of Rotary International President 

 As I look back on 2020,  I reflect on how our lives have changed. The global COVID-19 

pandemic brought pain and loss to many of us. And for almost all of us, our daily lives, 

family time, and work also changed this year. But we've made it to the end of this difficult 

year, not on our own but by reaching out to one another, as we always do in Rotary. With 

each passing year, I become prouder of our organization. 

I will choose to remember 2020 as a year of great change and strength for us; Rotary didn't 

stop, despite the pandemic. We removed obstacles, found new ways to connect, and embraced new 

approaches to service, such as online projects and virtual fundraising. I have invited two Rotarians to share 

their stories about how Rotary grew stronger this year. 

When the pandemic shut everything down, our emerging e-club was already providing digital service, 

including internationally. Fourteen U.S. women and I, members of multiple Rotary clubs, were using 

WhatsApp to mentor women entrepreneurs in rural Costa Rica, helping them to grow their ecotourism 

business, RETUS Tours [the subject of the magazine's May cover story, "Nature & Nurture"]. The project 

has grown, with 30 Rotarians now providing consulting and help with the RETUS website and social media. 

Most importantly, we continue building relationships and empowering these women to transform their own 

lives, and we are doing it online. I've even helped one of the women, Rosa, prepare a presentation in 

English for an online international conference. While our engagement with the Costa Rican women still 

requires some hands-on activity, the most transformative impacts haven't had to be in person.  — Liza 

Larson, Rotary E-Club Engage and Rotary Club of Plano East, Texas 

I was president of my club when COVID-19 hit, and many members didn't yet have Zoom. Only 10 of our 53 

members participated in the first Zoom meeting during the pandemic. I thought that reaching out and 

getting guest speakers from around the world to engage our members would help. Many Rotary leaders, a 

Rotary Peace Fellow, and even RI President Holger Knaack visited virtually and spoke to our club. Meeting 

attendance improved, while we reduced running costs by cutting out meals. Some members who worked 

outside our city and had missed our meetings even rejoined us. Registering our online meetings on My 

Rotary enhanced contacts with clubs across the world, and the joint meeting addressed by Holger attracted 

more than 300 visitors. We also raised more funds as members and visitors contributed to our projects. To 

continue being flexible for all, we are now offering hybrid meetings. For me, 2020 has been the best year in 

Rotary as I've made many new friends.  — Blessing Michael, Rotary Club of Port Harcourt North, Nigeria 

These stories should give us all reasons to be optimistic about Rotary in the year ahead. We are not just 

surviving; we are gaining strength. We are discovering how resilient our organization truly is. We are 

seeing for ourselves how Rotary Opens Opportunities — even during pandemics — to grow, connect, and 

engage our members and the communities we serve. 

From our home in Ratzeburg to yours, Susanne and I would like to bid you and your family the warmest of 

season's greetings. We can't wait to see the good things that 2021 will bring. 

Holger Knaack 

President 2020-21 
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রংধন ু
The Officer Bearers information 

of Rotary Club of Baridhara  

For 2020-21.  
 

Office Bearers: 
Club President :  
Rtn. Md. Sarowar Morshed PHF 

IPP (Immediate Past President) :  

Rtn. Safwan Hossain Khan MPHF 
PE (President Elect) :  

Rtn. Dicon Noor PHF (2021-22) 

PN (President Nominee):  
Rtn. Mahsudur (2022-23) 

VP (Vice President):  

Rtn. Javed Hyder Kareem 
VP (Vice President):  

Rtn. PP Syed Enamul Husain PHF 

HS (Honorary Secretary):  
Rtn. Md. Sajjad Hossain RFSM  

JS (Joint Secretary):  

Rtn. Mamunur Rashid 
HT (Honorary Treasurer):  

Rtn. N K A Mobin PHF 

Club Trainer:  
Rtn. PP Syed Ershad Ahmed 

MPHF 
Sergeant-at-arms:  

Rtn Fatema Chowdhury PHF 

 

Club Committee Chairs /  

Board of Directors: 
Club Administration:  

Rtn. PP Khaled Shams PHF 
Membership:  

Rtn. PP Sheikh Nasim Imam PHF 

Public Relations:  
Rtn. Meherun Kanka 

Service Projects:  

Rtn. Saiful Huq PHF 
The Rotary Foundation:  

Rtn. Aftab Ahmed MD 

 

Web page: 

www.rcbaridhara.org 
FB Group:  

facebook.com/groups/rcbaridhara/ 

FB Page: 

facebook.com/rcbaridharadhaka/  
 

 

 

http://www.rcbaridhara.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rcbaridhara/
https://www.facebook.com/rcbaridharadhaka/
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Minutes of the 588th Bi- weekly Club Meeting of Rotary Club of Baridhara 

The 588th bi- weekly club meeting for the Rotary year 2020-21 was held on 8th November at 7.30 pm. 

via zoom online platform. 

 

1. Club President Rtn. Sarowar Morshed called the meeting to order. 

2.  Invocation was led by Rtn. Syed Abu Zafar PHF 

3. Meeting minutes were confirmed by the members in attendance. 

4. Internal club speaker Rtn. Javed Hyder Kareem talked about “The Pursuit of Happiness”. 

5. Mr. Rashid from Myanmar and Mr. Ken Blackwood joined as overseas guest. 

6. Vote of thanks was given by  Rtn. Nazmul Hasan. 

7. Club election date has been fixed on 13th December 2020. 

8. Club secretary  Rtn. Sajjad announced the club statistics of the meeting which are as follows: 

 

 -Total number of club members : 46 

 -Members present at meeting : 10 

 -Advance make up   : 0 

 -Members on leave   : 3 

 -Available members   : 43 

 -Club guests    : 2  

 Present Rotaractors   : 0 

 -Attendance percentage  : 24  % 

 

9. As there was no other activity, the meeting was adjourned by the President. 

 

  
Rotary Invocation 

 We the Rotarians are dedicated to the ideal of service to maintain a high ethical standard in our 

business and profession and to dignify our vocation by enhancing international understanding, 

goodwill and peace through people united in the ideal of service. 



 

Rongdhonu– fortnightly bulletin of Rotary Club of Baridhara │Vol. XV │ No. 588 │December 27, 2020 Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Editor speaks 
 

The Rotary theme for December is Disease Prevention and Treatme nt month. We all know that 

prevention is better than cure. So, as Rotarians, we have to create social awareness on a host of issues 

related to our safety and wellbeing. Our support could be directed in arranging facilities for safe drinking 

water, creating better sanitation and ensuring cleanliness of the environment we inhabit. We should also 

create awareness against environment pollution. Let us pool our resources to contribute to a safe and 

healthy environment.   

With the alarming rise in the Coronavirus cases in Bangladesh worsened by the outbreak of Viral flu and Dengue, we have to join 

the government efforts in creating awareness about the existential threat of the virus. There is no scope for complacency or laxity. 

In these efforts, I suggest that we could coordinate our action with Rotary Community Corps, Rotaract Club and Interact Club of 

Baridhara, our two other associate youth organizations.  

The year 2020 is ending soon and we are staring at 2021 with the same uncertainties of 2020.  The wheels of economy are yet to 

gain its momentum and a large number of workers in different categories are faced with the stark reality of remaining unemployed 

and struggling for survival.  Maybe Baridhara Rotary Club could come up with a contingency fund to mitigate the suffering of 

some of these adversely impacted people. 

Stay well and stay safe by adhering to the health protocol. 

Javed Hyder Kareem  

Editor 

 

  

Birthday Greetings 
 
Birthday Wishes go to:  

December 3rd.  Rtn. Md. Rajib Rayhan 

December 4th   Rtn. A.S. M. Mainuddin Monem PHF  

and Rtn. Mohibul Hasan Khan                                                  

December 20th SAR Md. Muinul Islam 

December 25th Rtn. N.K.A. Mobin PHF 

December27th Rtn. Abdun Noor PHF 

December 28th Rtn. Md. Jakaria Jony 

 

 

Wedding Anniversary 
 

Heartiest Greetings go to the following December couples:  
 

December 11th  Rtn. Ahmed Yusuf Walid PHF  

and Ann Marina Ahmed PHF 

December 17th. Rtn. Abu Zafar  

and Ann Syeda Shamimmi Ara 

December 21st Rtn. Sheikh Nasim Imam PHF  

and Ann Mahbuba Sharmin 

December23rd.  Rtn. Abdun Noor PHF  

and Ann Shurovi Yasmin 

December 28th Rtn. A.T.M. Enayetur Rahman PHF  

and Ann Shams Tanvina 
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District Grant Award for 2020-21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Felicitations 
Rotary Club of Baridhara has won awards in three different categories in the Rotary District Service Award Program for 

the Rotary Year 2019 - 2020. Our heartiest felicitations go out to IPP Rtn. Safwan Hossain Khan PHF for Shining Gold 

President, Rtn.  Saiful Huq  PHF and PP Rtn. Syeda Ajanta Ishrat PHF for Shining Assistant Governor. They are strong 

sources of inspiration for our Club members. 

Rotary Club of 

Baridhara  got the 

second highest award 

of US$ 900 as  

District Grant Award 

for its signature 

project of donating 

LED Photo Therapy 

Machine for Neonat 

Department of 

Dhaka Shishu 

Hospital.  

Rtn. Sarwar 

Morshed, incumbent 

President of Rotary 

Club of Baridhara 

received the Award 

for the Club. 
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President of Rotary Club of Baridhara, Rtn. Sarowar 

Morshed PHF had a meeting with senior management 

officials of Dhaka Shishu Hospital recently to expand the 

collaborative venture between Rotary Club of Baridhara 

(RCB) and Dhaka Shishu Hospital (DSH). As part of its 

signature projects in DSH, RCB has agreed to provide 

Medical tools to the Neuro Science Department and the 

Neonat Department. The first project will be funded by 

contributions from the members of the Club with the lion 

share being donated by Rtn. Syed Ershad Ahmed PHF. The 

second project will be funded from the District Grant. 

 

 

Rotary Club of Baridhara has also sponsored two two houses for flood affected underprivileged families in Kushtia where the 
Club's Rotary Community Corps is located. The funding was jointly provided by the esteemed members of RCB and the Club. 

 

 

There are two new projects in the pipeline. These are: 

1. Bicycle Project 

2. Distribution of warm clothes/ blankets among the poor.  

The members have already started making their contributions for these two projects. The Club President has appealed for 
generous contributions by the members to help in the successful implementation of these two worthy projects. 

 


